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Family sues county
over woman'’s injury

B Social worker left with
brain damage after beam
falls on her head.

By SUSAN L. OPPAT
NEWS STAIT EDFOETER

The family of a Scio Township so-
cial worker who suffered brain
d:magcwhg;:bumfeﬂonhﬂ
head while was altending a gar-
dening class in a Washtenaw Coun:
ty-owned building is suing the coun-
ty for $5.75 million.

The lawsuit
filed Wednesday

“... Now she has lo wrile
who she's talking to on the
phone, so she doesn't forgel
cannot drive,” Moffiit said, an
family uses a pool of 55 peoj
transport her and her (wo lee
children.

Moffitt said Crisman-McQt
can't remember her son's bir
or participate in a conversatio:
has difficulty with reasoning s

“This was a person who
have been of independent m
and who prized that fact,” he
*That's no er true. [t's im|
ble to put a value on what it
to her to
her

in Washtenaw ‘This was a person destroyed.”

Circuit Court

Molftt

says Gi amne Who could have been  ceisman.
Santn——" of independent McQuarrie

McQuarrie, 45,

a social anc

was injured Feb, Means, and who tective ser
6, 1997, during s prized that fact. worker for

course at the

state Famil

Washtenaw That's no longer frue.  gependenc
Service [t’s impossible fo put  Agency in

troit when

Washtenaw ave. 4 Value on what it was injurec
in Pitisield means fo her o have  that her lo
orimmon, her life destroyed.’ gl
McQuarrie was - David L. Moffitt on could tota
sitting in class is dient’s condition million. M

gaid the €

l{[ldﬁgnn
State University Cooperative Ser-
vices when the wood celling beam
fell, the suit said
Crisman-McQuarrie continues Lo
rehabilitation at St Joseph
Mercy Hospital, the suit said.
Oakland County atlomey David
L. Moffill, who is representing Cris-
man-McQuarrie in the lawsuil, said
she “had significanl career. polen-
tial and was considered a dynamo
by her co-workers and community
volunleer colleagues.  :.°

waited a ye
file the suit to give doctors an
family a chance to determin
long-term seriousness of the ir

Moffitt said he has been neg:
ing with Washitenaw County
damages, and the two sides wi
main in negoliation.

County corporalion counsel
tis Hedper said Wednesday tha
building where the incident
curred remains in use, and
beam that hit Crisman-McQu
was reinstalled.
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